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Campaigns offer public policy agenda 
setting opportunities – can you spot ours?  

Send us your feedback at: 
csmillie@buildingtrades.ca
 

Sunday September 7 
 
Governor General Jean dissolves 
parliament at the request of Prime 
Minister Harper   
The 39th Parliament is ended and 
35 pieces of legislation are wiped  
from the slate.  
Monday September 8 
    

 Conservatives - Placing on the 
agenda of the next first ministers’ 
meeting (meeting of the Prime 
Minister and the 13 provincial 
premiers and territorial leaders) the 
issue of standardizing and 
recognizing foreign professional 
credentials. 
 
NDP  promise 8 billion over four years 

  Liberals vow to reverse 
Stephen Harper’s changes to 
the immigration system 
“restoring fairness”.  
 
 
Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th 
 
No major announcements by 
any of the four parties.  

 

Canada votes 2008 
 
Week 1 Recap 
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Past Articles 

Election ridings that 
make a difference ?
Will you?  
 

Liberal promise ban on assault 
rifles in MTL  
 
NDP to implement law to stop 
Members of parliament floor 
crossing in the House Of 
Commons  
 
Conservatives  launched attack 
ads at Stephan Dion 
 
Tuesday September 9  
 
Conservatives  pledge to cut 
excise tax on diesel fuel 
-4 cents per litre to 2 cents  
 
Liberal  vow to re-introduce court 
challenges program to assist 
Canadians retain/ fight for charter 
rights  
 
NDP  says it will halt new oil sands 
development.  
 
Wednesday September 10 
 
Conservatives pledge to restore 
Veterans Allowances for veterans 
living in Canada for more than 10 
years who fought for 
Commonwealth or Allied forces 
during World War II. 

for “green collar jobs” including 4 
billion fo the production of green 
cars and trucks. Also the creation of 
a jobs “commisioner” to investigate 
manufacturing shutdowns. 
 
Liberals say they will stand up for 
Ontario and manufacturing jobs  
 
Conservatives said they will pull our 
troops out of Afghanistan by 2011. 
This is the date already pledged by 
the Government of Canada.   
 
Liberals say they will invest in food 
safety, promising 50MM for 
development of a “food safety net” 
 
Thursday September 11 
 
NDP reaffirms plan for a cap and 
trade environmental plan as outlined
in Jack Layton’s BILL passed by the 
House of Commons June 4, 2008 
 
Conservatives claim the Green Shift 
proposed by the Liberals will 
damage the Canadian economy 
 
Friday September 12 
Conservatives promise a review of 
foreign investment rules in the airline 
and  mining indsutries.  

 
 
Harris Decima poll  
 
On Sunday there was a poll 
released by Harris/Decima 
indicating the Conservatives 
were ahead 14% points, putting 
them within reach of a majority 
government .  
The key battleground ridings are 
in Quebec and Southwestern 
Ontario – in the last edition of 
Lets Talk Politics we outlined a 
number of ridings that are at 
play.  
 
Jack Layton is making some 
surprising movement in the 
leadership category in this poll  
 
See the complete poll on the 
next number of pages.  
 
 
Call us if you have any 
questions or would like to 
discuss how you could make a 
difference in your hometown.  
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According to Harris/Decima President Bruce Anderson, “The strong start enjoyed by the Conservatives has put them in a 

good situation, but other than in Quebec, the pace of their growth may have slowed or stopped, at least for the moment.  In 

Quebec, they appear to be strengthening their position, and are well ahead of the Liberals among self declared federalist 

voters and among the majority who classify themselves neither as federalists nor separatists. The challenge for the Liberals 



 

  

appears to rest squarely on Mr. Dion.  The Liberals must find a way to improve his appeal or make clear that they offer an 

appealing team of capable and experienced people.  But there is no doubt that as of now, Mr. Dion’s image is the single 

biggest obstacle the Liberals face.  The other interesting story developing here is about the Green Party.  The main risk for 

the Green Party coming into this campaign was that the Liberals would try to polarize the election around the choice of 

Conservative or Liberal environmental policy, and Green support would dissipate.  This isn’t happening and Ms. May’s 

personal reputation has also been growing as she has become more visible.” 

 

Harris/Decima interviews roughly 300 Canadians every night, as part of a rolling nationwide survey that will continue 

throughout this election campaign. This sample represents a total of 1,393 interviews, gathered September 10th through 

September 13th 2008.  The poll’s margin of error is 2.6%, 19 times out of 20. 
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